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STATINTL

‘Duplicity on Vietnam

The comments on “Nixon's Peace Spee-
1acular” jn the March Progressive were ex-
“celient, Tt is ‘a bit misleading, though to
“emphasize that “virtually cvery ftem in his
plan had previously heen proposed by the
United States, and all had previously been
rejected by the other side.” The important
point is not that the proposals lave all
been rejected in recent ycars: the impor-
fant point is that nearly every item was
acerpled—by 1o Chi Minh, in 1934 1
is our steaetlast refuaal ta obeeive that
ngrrénnmu that makes it difficnlt {far the
Vietnamese to helieve us noay,

- We nnw olfer to repeat somie of 4t
promises which we' have boen opagrine
but repeat them in reeatly voeaboned fo,
ander citcumstanees which ke oy
“worthlese,

The Vietnamese " are acnitely  awara. .
cven  though  we  like 19 forget thy
sinternational  apreemientsdnvelving  the
CUnited States ate made iveaningless hy thin '
activities of the CIA, which ‘operates in/
ccomplete  disregard of intermational law,
speciflic treaties, declarations of principle,
or tradition. In 1951, it vialated  the
Gengva accords as soon as they wrie
sipned, by smupgling in tons of |nr-|n|n!u|
military supplies, sahotaging North Vier.
namese railways and hns lines, and hinting
down those who had heen prominent in
the stroggle for Viemamese independence,

At present, the CIA is placing major
cmphasis on “Operation Phoenix™—a pro--
gram for subsidizing the assassination of
individuals suspected of heing part of “the
Vietcong infrastructure.” On July 19, 1971,
Wll]mm - L. Colly, who had dnrr‘rwd Ihc
Program for the CIA, testified that it had ' '
killedd 20,587 suspects since 1968, and that
the program was heing stepped up. Pre.
sumably, therefore, we have managed to
murder at least 30,000 Victnamese by now,

Since Vietnam is less than one-tenth the
“size of the United States, this is equivalent
to staughtering more than 300,000 Amer-
icans, as far as political immpact iz con-
cerned. Would Nixon really insist.that the
1972 elcction was a fair one if the Dem-
ocrats were allowed to assassinate the
300,000 most prominent Repubiicans be-
fore November?

William Palmer Taylor
Hamilton, Obhio .

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001300250001-3



